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MISSION
The Art Effect empowers young people 
to harness their creative voice in order  
to shape their future and bring about 
positive social change.
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There’s a fundamental truth that gives us hope:  
together we can do extraordinary things.  
Over the past year, the world has come together  
to stand up, help out, give back, and heal. 
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WELCOME
a letter from the executive director, board chair, and board president

Expressive arts, arts for healing, arts for justice, and arts education — this year more than ever, we have seen 
how the arts act as a catalyst for change. Art promotes social skills, enhances a respect for others, and pro-
vides a greater understanding of culture and diversity. At the heart of these defining attributes, The Art Effect 
continues to play a crucial role as the motivator that promotes these changes among young people in our 
community.

2020  was all about YOU — our students, partners, families, alumni, and supporters . You allowed us to 
reach more than 8,500 individuals through programming and events as we tackled the challenges of providing 
virtual events and learning opportunities during this unprecedented time. You trusted us with your children’s 
health and safety and you supported us as a community .

We partnered with 111 local agencies, leaders, and businesses to expand our reach and change even more 
lives through the arts. 19 colleges and universities from across the country visited our college-bound seniors 
who received an incredible $1 million in merit-based college scholarship offers.

We launched The Art Effect’s alumni network, moved into the Trolley Barn Gallery in downtown Poughkeep-
sie, and jumped mask-first into expanding Forge Media and creating a diverse range of virtual events both 
for ourselves through Reel Exposure International Teen Film and Photography Festival and Art After Dark and 
partners such as Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley and Dutchess County Chamber of Commerce.

It has been a challenging but incredibly rewarding year, and we couldn’t have done it without your support! 
We are proud to share our 2020 annual report with you. In the following pages you will learn more about our 
diverse programming and the impact The Art Effect has had on our community this year. We hope that you 
take away a sense of pride in knowing that your continued support will launch us into a new year of endless 
possibilities.

Sincerely,

Nicole Fenichel-Hewitt
Executive Director

Gaye Mallet
Chair, Board of Directors

Dean Temple,
President, Board of Directors

Food, clothing, shelter—we all need 
these. For our spirit, it’s creativity that 

contributes to our well-being. 

— Judy Elkin, Board Member
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2,109 
Pageviews for The TAG

a new online youth hub created for 
teens by teens 

153
Student art  

portfolios created 
in MADLab, Spark Studios, and 

the Art Institute 

$17,900 
In financial  

assistance scholarships 
awarded to low-income students 
towards art education courses at 

The Art Effect

2020 NUMBERS

$958,100
Scholarship offers 

made to high school senior stu-
dents at The Art Effect

90
Teachers and librarians trained 

in arts education professional  
development 

363
Poughkeepsie City School 
District students served  

in Empire Arts Afterschool and 
Saturday Morning Lights programs

The Art Effect empowers young people to develop their creative voice 
to shape their futures and bring about positive social change. 

7

15
Alumni of  

The Art Effect hired  
as teachers and producers 

110
Youth employed  
at The Art Effect

100%
Workforce  

students reported 
increased skills in teamwork, time 
management, employer communi-

cation, and stress management

8,500
people reached

325
Virtual portfolio  

review appointments 
attended by high school students 

during Hudson Valley Regional 
Portfolio Week

610
Artwork submissions  

to Home Sick 
The Art Effect’s first international 
juried art show at the Trolley Barn



ARTS FOR JUSTICE
In 2020, Arts For Justice programs provided 
safe creative spaces to process emotions, ex-
press opinions, and build community through 
free public events. Additionally, MADLab stu-
dents created and unveiled a series of memo-
rial garden sculptures in downtown Pough-
keepsie, infused with sentiments of strength, 
harmony, and racial injustice. 

ARTS FOR HEALING 
Arts-based therapeutic programs provide 
physical, emotional, and psychological sup-
port for participants improving their overall 
health, quality of life, cognitive abilities, and 
interpersonal skills. In 2020, program part-
ners included The Children’s Home of Pough-
keepsie, C.O.L.O.R.S. Foundation, and Sup-
port Connections.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION 
EMPATHY, RESPECT, and EXCELLENCE are the qualities we foster in youth 
to fulfill our mission of positive social change through the arts. 
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Today’s youth will be the problem solvers 
who create the world we have yet to imagine, 
and The Art Effect is committed to advanc-
ing their journey from learning to leadership 
by engaging young people in transformative 
practices that embrace relationship building, 
inclusiveness, racial and economic equity, 

and accountability. We implement programs 
with a goal of supporting young Black and 
Indigenous People of Color from historically 
marginalized communities, in order to ad-
vance access and opportunities and combat 
economic and educational disparities inher-
ent in our society.



IMPACT

When the COVID-19 pandemic began in March, The Art 
Effect pivoted normal service models to include more vir-
tual options, adjust program schedules, and serve more 
people through an incredible amount of hard work, tal-
ent, time, and creative thinking. (Photo Link) (photo link)

The Art Effect’s response included:
• Remote media and visual arts workshops

• Online courses and video download packages

• Virtual events

• Virtual exhibitions

• Bilingual art projects on social media  
   through our Art At Home initiative

• Equipment lending library for youth

At The Art Effect, every student, from our youngest art-
ists to our flourishing filmmakers, learns how to cultivate 
and share their unique voice with the world. Throughout 
the year, while youth were grappling with uncertainty re-
lated to the pandemic, police brutality, and unemploy-
ment in their families, their access to art education, cre-
ation, and paid work has been life-saving. Our programs 
provide an outlet to express their rage, fears, and hopes 
as well as provide early job experience allowing youth to 
earn money and a mentorship that provides continuity 
during these major transitions. 

Our services provide therapy, 
social action, connection, and 
freedom — they are essential. 

2020 HIGHLIGHTS
PANDEMIC IMPACT

11
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PROGRAMS
The Art Effect’s innovative, dynamic programming sequence combines both visual art and media art in im-
mersive, experiential courses and programming into three stages:  Explore, Experience and Excel .

Explore 
Explore programs are immersive, introductory-level visual arts and media experiences, aimed at empower-
ing students of all ages to find their creative voices.
 •  Arts for Healing
 •  Arts for Justice
 •  Dutchess Arts Camp
 •  Empire After School Arts Program
 •  Saturday Morning Lights

Experience 
Experience programs are carefully curated arts and media courses for students ages 11-18, created to 
foster self-discovery and the development of technical and creative art skills, as well as social intelligence, 
leadership, communication and teamwork.  
 •  Arts Bridge

ArtsBridge engages underserved Poughkeepsie youth in the arts to provide them with training, 
support, and mentorship to succeed in higher education.

 •  MADLab 
 •  Spark Studios
 •  In-School Residencies and Professional Development
 •  Radio Uprising

Excel 
Excel programs are advanced experiential learning opportunities for youth ages 14-24 to gain essential 
workforce development and college preparatory skills through real-world work placements, high-level art 
training, mentoring. and advanced educational experiences.
 •  Art Institute 
 •  Forge Media Spotlight Forge: highlight into a pullout box

The Art Effect’s apprentice production company, Forge Media, expanded in 2020 to create 
unique virtual events including the Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce’s 40 un-
der 40 awards, Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art, and others creating incredible online spaces that 
brought people together across the country. 

Forge Media

Art Institute



“The Art Effect rewired my brain and taught 
me how to look at art in both an objective 
and subjective way. That is when I really 

started to grow exponentially as a painter.” 
— Morgan Suter, Alumnus of The Art Effect and Artist

“In times of great crisis the population has  
relied on art to increase morale. During the 

Great Depression, it was the street artists  
that led the first wave of resilience that  

ended up rolling into a stronger country.  
Art saves lives, now more than ever. “

— Lamar Wint, Youth Producer at The Art Effect

15
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EVENTS

ART AFTER HOURS
In January, we held our first Art After Hours at the 
Trolley Barn Gallery. The pandemic was merely a 
thought as our community gathered for food and 
drinks surrounded by artwork created by Senior 
Project students.

REEL EXPRESSIONS:  INTERNATIONAL  
TEEN FILM AND PHOTOGRAPHY FESTI-
VAL 
Quickly pivoting to a virtual event in May, Reel 
Exposure embraced our new pandemic “reality” by 
offering a free, 3-day virtual festival and exhibition, 
bringing together film and photography created by 
young artists around the world.

ARTS FOR JUSTICE
In response to times of crisis and upheaval, The 
Art Effect created two free and open to the public 
workshops in which art was offered to help process 
emotions, express opinions, and build community. 

NOT-A-GALA
After naming Kit and Geraldine Laybourne 2020 
Gala honorees, the pandemic made in-person 
galas impossible. Instead, Kit and Geraldine made 
it their mission to create a fun and unique private 
fundraising event with their friends and family… 
and lots of slime! 

HUDSON VALLEY REGIONAL  
PORTFOLIO WEEK
Due to COVID-19, Portfolio Day was transformed 
into a virtual week giving over 300 students a safe 
environment to visit with 35 colleges across the 
nation at no cost. 

ART AFTER DARK:  
CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE
Our signature annual gala received a makeover 
this year through an innovative online gala honor-
ing Todd Poteet and Sad’e Sharas and featuring 
a creative “Choose Your Own Adventure” online 
experience produced by The Art Effect’s apprentice 
production company, Forge Media. 

EXHIBITIONS AT THE 
TROLLEY BARN GALLERY (images on left)
The Art Effect announced management of the his-
toric Trolley Barn Gallery on Main Street in Pough-
keepsie. By re-activating the iconic Poughkeepsie 
Trolley Barn, we pilot an innovative approach to 
youth empowerment through the arts.  

•  Teen Visions
•  Alumni Show and Art Auction
•  Senior Project

Art After Dark at The Trolley Barn

“Art releases your emotions when 
there’s no one to share them with.”

— Nazir Scott, Student at The Art Effect

Reel Expression

Not-A-Gala Art After Dark



Amya West

Art is an escape Amya West goes to 
frequently. A student at The Art Ef-
fect since 2018, Amya has explored 
her artistic skills in everything from 
filmmaking to figure drawing to 
digital painting. And while the pres-
sures of being a teenager are famil-
iar to her, The Art Effect has given 
her the opportunity to grow both 
personally and artistically. The Art 
Effect not only helps her become a 
better artist, but creates opportu-
nities she may not have otherwise 
had such as exploring the college 
admissions process, diving deep 
into portfolio reviews and potential 
career paths. The MADLab pro-
gram is where Amya truly shines. 
Her teachers help her flesh out her 

creative style and teach her to ap-
ply her multimedia skills into work-
force skills. Amya designed a post-
card for Vassar College’s welcome 
packages to new professors; cre-
ated the logo for Celebrating The 
African Spirit, a new movement to 
bring the history of Dutchess Coun-
ty to light; and developed public 
flyers for the Pershing PARKner-
ship. She has turned what were ba-
sic skills into a professional career. 
Amya is excited for her future in art. 
She has been offered scholarships 
from her top choice colleges and 
is striving to run her own company 
one day. It’s her unique ideas and 
dedication that drives her to create 
artworks that are most successful. 

Allison Hoyos

Starting at The Art Effect at only 
seven years old, Allison Hoyos is 
now an 18-year-old young adult 
with offers to attend Hartford Art 
School and Montserrat College 
of Art in 2021. The Art Effect not 
only taught her proper artistic tech-
niques but also ways of expressing 
emotions through her paintings, a 
skill she utilizes often as she navi-
gates her teen years, high school, 
and now moving onto college. Alli-
son’s favorite classes, Senior Project 
and Figure Drawing, helped devel-
op her skills as a painter—adjusting 
her perspective both in her art and 
in her life. Art has become a therapy 
for Allison allowing her to express 
herself and create connections with 

STORIES OF US
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people who can identify with her 
message. Throughout the pandem-
ic, Allison uses art to show the world 
how the virus affects her home life. 
When creating, she allows herself to 
relax, focus on the positive and let 
her emotions escape her:

My mom is a respiratory therapist 
at Vassar Brothers Medical Center. 
She goes to work at 4am and gets 
back at 8pm. It’s really emotional-
ly and physically affecting her, and 
our home, too. She comes home 
stressed from work. We want our 
home to be a safe place. It’s been 
really hard. She’s risking her life, but 
she’s helping others, and I’m proud 
of that.” — Allison Hoyos about her 
painting, “Together as One”

Allison hopes to continue painting 
and dreams of opening her own 
store one day. She looks forward to 
studying art in college; exploring dif-
ferent media, career paths, and con-
tinuing to tackle her anxieties. Above 
all else, she wants to just be happy.

Keith-Michael DiPalo

Poughkeepsie resident Keith-Mi-
chael DiPalo spent years in the 
Spark Studios program at The Art 
Effect where he developed skills 
both on and off camera. During 
his senior year at Poughkeepsie 
High School, Keith began pro-
ducing, directing, and editing 
his own films. Keith participated 
in the Spark Studios 2019 winter 
filmmaking intensive where he de-
veloped an original film concept 
exploring the meaningful connec-
tions between students and their 
teachers. He then went on to pro-
duce his film at The Art Effect, and 
Keith displayed incredible leader-
ship throughout its production. 
The final project, “Students Make 
a Difference,” is a heartwarming 
video about how students posi-
tively impact their teachers’ lives 
in the City of Poughkeepsie. In 
his filmmaking, Keith uses all of 
the workforce skills he’s gained 
at The Art Effect while also shar-
ing his unique creative voice 
and talent to shape videos for  

new audiences, demonstrating 
the highest level of artistic pro-
ficiency. He has since graduated 
from Poughkeepsie High School 
and recently completed his first 
year as a Digital Media Produc-
tion major at SUNY New Paltz. 

“The Art Effect has taught 

me everything I know about 

video production and editing. 

The main reason I love film 

so much and the reason I’m 

pursuing a career in video 

editing is because of The Art 

Effect. They have given me 

the opportunity and resourc-

es to experiment with editing 

and develop my skills.“ 

Keith Image?
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ALUMNI SUCCESSES 

 
TYRESE MCLEAN runs a TikTok page of 60,000 followers 
and is now sponsored by Mobile Gaming Corps and Pyre 
for his professional live-streaming and content creation.

NICK JACKSON opened his own dance studio, Rhythm 
of Water Dance, in Poughkeepsie, NY.

HARRY BARUCH is producing billboards and videos for 
Times Square.

SAMANTHA BRINKLEY’s photograph was accepted into 
the 2021 Barrett Art Center PhotoWorks submission and 
one of her photos won the Juror’s second place prize. 
Branded, digital print, 11 x 17, 2019

CHLOE MOSBACHER was accepted into The Art Effect’s 
first international juried exhibition, Home Sick where her 
piece Everyday was awarded Honorable Mention out of 
the 55 artworks accepted. 

MATTHEW HAMILTON graduated from Stockade Works’ 
Editing Assistant bootcamp during his freshman year at 
Vassar College.

JAH’ASIA NELSON launched her own line of organic/all 
natural handmade beauty products, Love 2 Glow Skin Care.

BECCA BOLDE launched a webstore selling handmade 
sculptures and figurines. Her piece, Strawberry Squid, 
was one of the highest bid on items at The Art Effect’s 
Alumni Art Auction in November.

The Art Effect pushed 
me to the next level of 
art making. They intro-
duced me to college, 
opening many doors 
that have brought me 
to my current career 
as an illustrator, paint-
er, and sculptor. I al-
ways find myself be-
ing thankful to The Art 
Effect for setting me 
on the path to success. 

—Ashley Mauer,  
Alumnus of The Art Effect

21
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ABC Latino

Alfred University

Art Academy of Cincinnati

Arts Mid-Hudson

Ashokan Center

Barrett Art Center

Black Excellence Community

Boys & Girls Club of Poughkeepsie

California College of the Arts

Carnegie Hall/ CreativityWorksNYS

Celebrating The African Spirit

Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie

City of Poughkeepsie

Clinton Community Library

Clinton Street Studio

Cocoon Theater

C.O.L.O.R.S. Foundation

Columbus College of Art & Design

Community Foundations  
of the Hudson Valley

Community Matters 2

Creative Arts Across Disciplines  
Initiative at Vassar College

Cunneen-Hackett Center

Culinary Institute of America

Derek Wilson

Day One

Dorsky Museum of Art

Dutchess County

Dutchess County Chamber Foundation

Dutchess County Regional  
Chamber of Commerce

Dutchess Workforce Investment Board

Dutchess Youth One Stop

El Azteca Mexican Restaurant

Family Partnership Center  

at Family Services

Fourth State Metals

Growing STEMZ

Hartford Art School, University of Hartford

Howland Public Library

Hudson River Housing

Hudson Correctional Facility

Hudson River Housing

Hudson Valley GospelFest

Hudson Valley Performing  
Arts Laboratory

Hyde Park Central School District

I Am Beacon

“I am Citizen” Project

John Storyk/Walters-Storyk Design Group

La Guelaguetza

Laguna College of Art & Design

La Voz

“We are so grateful that you have been able to move to remote 
programming. It’s so important during these isolating times  
that our youth have an outlet to both occupy their time doing 
constructive activities, while developing skills.” 
— Christie Bonomo, Community Investment Program Specialist, 
    Dutchess County Department of Planning & Development

BUILDING POWERFUL PARTNERSHIPS
Partnerships help The Art Effect offer programs that connect youth to their passions and find their path 
to success. We are grateful to the nearly 100 partnerships each year that fuel The Art Effect’s mission.

“We are so very grateful for our community partners enabling 
us to offer fabulous opportunities to the women we serve.” 
— Marlene Stager, MS, Peer Counselor, Support Connections Inc.

Level Up!

Marist College Liberty Partnerships

Maryland Institute College of Art

MASS Design Group

Mid-Hudson Library System

Millbrook Library

Montserrat College of Art

Moore College of Art and Design

Nature’s Impact

Northeast Community Center

Northside Collaborative

Nubian Directions

New York Council of Nonprofits

New York State Art Teachers Association

Poet Gold

Poughkeepsie Children’s Cabinet

Poughkeepsie City School District

Poughkeepsie Farm Project

Poughkeepsie High School Art Department

Poughkeepsie Performing Arts Commission

Poughkeepsie Public Arts Commission

Poughkeepsie Public Library District

Pratt Institute

Purchase College, School of Art & Design

Queen City Chess

R.E.A.L. Skillz

Rebuilding Our Children and Community

Ringling College of Art and Design

Rhode Island School of Design

Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art,  
State University of New York at New Paltz

Scenic Hudson

School of the Museum of  
Fine Arts at Tufts University

School of Visual Arts

Staatsburg Library 

Stockade Works

Sullivan County BOCES

SUNY New Paltz 

Support Connections

Syracuse University,  
College of Visual and Performing Arts

University of Michigan,  
Stamps School of Art & Design

Vassar College

Vines Community Gardens

Zhane’s Palette 
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2020 FINANCIALS

Earned: $359,073 Program: $879,874

Donations: $56,173 Fundraising: $114,158 

Management 
& General: $393,619

Grants: $907,362 

Income:
$1,372,508

In fiscal year 2020, The Art Effect had total public support and 
revenue of $1,372,508 and operating expenses of $1,387,651 .

Youth Payroll: $98,599 Teaching Artists: 34

Youth Fringe: 
$7,820

Administrative Staff: 7

Youth Stipends: $11,925
Youth Employed: 70

$118,344 
directly
to youth 

employment

Sponsorship: $49,900  

64% of 
expenses go 

straight to
programs

new numbers are in. Are these the numbers I should make the graphs from?



The Art Effect is excited to announce its newest loca-
tion at the historic Trolley Barn Gallery on Main Street 
in Poughkeepsie, New York. The Art Effect invites stu-
dents, artists, families, and community members to 
visit the first of many exhibits, Teen Visions 2020 this 
month at the newly renovated Trolley Barn from Sep-
tember 16th through September 26th.

Re-activating the iconic Poughkeepsie Trolley Barn 
through an innovative approach to youth empower-
ment through the arts, The Art Effect is putting youth 
in the driver seat of this incredible space, empowering 
them to engage community members and visitors in 

transformative arts experiences that they curate. The 
community can expect a future calendar full of youth-
led exhibitions and performances at the Trolley Barn, 
designed to strengthen our community and showcase 
the positive impacts of arts and arts education.

THE TROLLEY BARN
A NEW COMMUNITY ASSET

27
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$100,000+
Dutchess County Workforce  

Investment Board
The Dyson Foundation

$10,000- $99,0000
Arts Mid-Hudson
Dutchess Responds Fund/ Community 

Foundations of the Hudson Valley
Leslie C. and Irene G. Roe Fund/ Commu-

nity Foundations of the Hudson Valley
Dutchess County Planning and Devel-

opment
Heckscher Foundation for Children
Henry L. Kimelman Family Foundation
James J. McCann Charitable Trust
Jane W. Nuhn Charitable Trust
Geraldine and Lawrence Laybourne
New York State Council on the Arts
Poughkeepsie City School District
The Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie
The City of Poughkeepsie 
The Cowles Charitable Trust
Dutchess County Department of  

Community and Family Services
United Way of the Dutchess-Orange Region

$1,000-$9,999
Best Buy Foundation
Beverly Kaufman and David Bloom
City of Poughkeepsie
C.O.L.O.R.S. Foundation

Ann and Abe Effron Donor Advised 
Fund/ Community Foundations of 
the Hudson Valley

Dutchess County BOCES
Lisa Rubenstein and Rick Duvall
FairGame Arts Grant
The Bolick/Schories Giving Fund       
Fidelity Charitable Donor-Advised Fund
Gap Foundation
Grupo Folclorico de Poughkeepsie
John Hall
Daphne Hildebolt
Deirdre Burns and William Hoynes
Hudson River Housing, Inc.
David Kendall
C. Lynne Kramer
Marist College Liberty Partnerships
Carolyn Marks Blackwood
Barry Oberman
Alexandra Ottaway
Pivoting to Respond Grant Fund/Commu-

nity Foundations of the Hudson Valley
Poughkeepsie Public Library District
Herb Scannell
Karen and Nevill Smythe
Morgan Suter
Anne Sweeney
The George A. Strba Charitable Trust
The Treehouse Foundation of the Hud-

son Valley, Inc.
Theatre Development Fund
Gloria Turk
Illiana van Meeteren

Vassar Brothers Institute Donor Advised 
Fund/ Community Foundations of 
the Hudson Valley

Mary Waterman Lunt
Edith and Lamont Wiltsee

$500-$999
Katrine Ames
Sarah Bartlett
Kathleen and Richard Bell
Jessica Bottalico
Mid-Hudson Valley Census 2020 Fund          
Community Foundations of  

the Hudson Valley
Donald Cussen
Sybil DelGaudio
Family Services
Carol and Kenneth Fenichel
Nicole and Christopher Fenichel-Hewitt
Tessa Friedman
Margo Garrison and Geoffrey Darby
Gerald A. Doering Foundation
Andrea Reynolds and Sean Griffin
Paul Hesse
Mary Ellen Iatropoulos
Jr. League of Poughkeepsie
Kathleen and Stuart Kofsky
Cathy and Ron Lane
Wallis Lawrence
Lara Litchfield-Kimber
David Martin
James McGee

Paul Michaels
N & S Supply of Fishkill, Inc.
Amy and Bryan Olson
Real Property Abstract & Title Services, LLC.
Debi Duke and Steve Rosenberg
Debby Ruth
Jennifer Smith
Beth Walters and John Storyk
Beth Thomas
Wave Farm
Valerie Kelvin Westbrook
Carole and Ted Wolf

$250-$499
Lorenzo L. Angelino, Esq.
Debby Beece
Elizabeth and John Bradley
Philip Brown
Nicole Baker and Roger Chi
Diane Cicatello
Janet and Bill Coleman
Benjamin Coonley
Karen Edelman and Brian Cournoyer
Rebecca DeCusatis
Michelle Devlin
Dutchess County Regional Chamber of 

Commerce
Joy and Christopher Dyson
Judith Elkin and Eugene Fleishman
Joanna Frang
Carolynn and Tom Frankel
Nina Marie Girod (Rambo)

2020 SUPPORTERS
Thanks to you, our dedicated supporters, students at The Art Effect have be-
come the first in their family to attend college, received life-changing college 
scholarships, and found solace in the studio during a difficult year. 
 
For our students, the arts are a powerful driver of hope, engagement and mentorship throughout their life. Can you 
think of a year when we’ve needed that more than we do right now? With your help, The Art Effect is providing the men-
torship, relationship building, and resources young people need to stay on a productive and successful path. Thank you!

“We know that kids are born with a voice already.  

The Art Effect helps students discover, listen to, and  

trust their voices. We may help create platforms and  

open doors for them, but it’s the students’ voices  

that take center stage and carry the music forward.” 

— Mary Ellen Iatropoulos, 
    Director of Programs at The Art Effect
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Susan Grove
Bill and Cj Hitzig
Cathy Hull and Neil S Janovic
Shailee Johnson
Tracy Kimmel
Eileen and Peter Leonard
Sara Levinson
Gaye and Stephen Mallet
Mary E. McDonald and Joseph C. 

Steiniger
Jeni Mokren
Barbara and Patrick Adams Fund/ Com-

munity Foundations of the Hudson 
Valley

Justin Pollack
Teresa and Thomas Quinn
Kathleen McLaughlin and John Raugalis
Elva Rivera
Cindy and Paul Rosenzweig
Support Connection, Inc.
Karen Finnegan and Kevin Svoboda
Alexandra Tuller and Dean Temple
Vassar College
Bettina Wilkerson

$100-$249
Paola Bari and Jeffrey Aman
John Arnold
Sandy and Mike Arteaga
Catherine Baer
Yvette Bairan
Adrienne and George Baker
Peter Barnard
Brion Bickerton
Jeff Bijas
Abbie Bloom
Emily and Michael Burdis
Madison Cahill
Michael Caslin, III
Elizabeth and Alex Celaya
Celebrating the African Spirit

Andrea and Paul Ciminello
Clinton Community Library
Gail Cohen
Roger Connor
Pascale De Laubier
Kristen and Vincent DeClemente
Carolyn and Casimer Decusatis
Deede Dickson
Judy and Mark Drucker
Jack Effron
Steven Effron
Vicki Feiner
Richard Fernau
Michelle Franciose
Elizabeth and Charles Freni
Miriam Gold
Cierra Gray
Kirsten Greene
Peter Hastings
Cindy and Alan Hesse
Lauren Hollick
Patricia and William Hollick
Barbara and Michael Iatropoulos
E.H. Rick Jarow
Ellen Karsh
Maryann and Stephen Katz
Laraine Kautz
Barbara and Bradford Kendall
Isabelle Kirshner
Emily Kofsky
Erin Korey
D. Christopher Kroner
Bayla Laks
Jennifer and Jeremy Landis
Michael Lemle
Candace and Louis Lewis
Cynthia Long
Susie and Kenneth Mandelbaum
Maria Marewski
Diana Marinovic
Grace and Michael Martin

Karen Michel
Kathleen Minton
Shannon Moore
Boaz Mourad
Breanna Lee Nussbickel
Eric Ortner
Nikki Papadopoulos
Matthew L Perez
Kate Phipps
Mia Polanchik
Jenna Pyzowski
Neila Radin
Joan Resnick
Janette A. and Todd D. Ritter
Abigail Mack and Roger Sagerman
John Schenck
Jeffrey Schon
Reid Sczerba
Jacky Davis-Soman and David Soman
Corinne Spurrier
Staatsburg Library
Marcus Stacchini
Alice Stanne
Miriam Tannen
The Ashokan Center
Wendy and Russell Urban-Mead
Dana and Marc VanderHeyden
Elizabeth and Charles Vesely
Madonna Vitarello
Virginia D. Vitarello
Donna Von Dehsen
Erin and William Von der Horst
Suzanne Vromen
Merrie B. and George Rodenhausen 

Wardell
Stephanie Weinger
Lisa Aiello and David Weinstein
Patricia Wineapple
Mia Mask and Mark Wittman

$1-$99
Sheba Abrahaim
Alexis Agnew
Nina Ansaldi
John Asuncion
John Atherton
Abigail Baird
Pia and Tom Baker
Victoria Balfour
Tammra and Daniel Banner
Kerry Barrett
Denise Barton
Jennifer and Paul Basile
Joshua Baum
Angela Beltrani
Bena Silber and Edgar Berkel
Nancy and Ira Berman
Judith ‘Kip’ Bleakley O’Neill
Adrienne Bloom
Diane Bloom
Josh Boaz
Rebecca Bolde
Diane Purcell Boujikian and  

Mark Boujikian
Rachel Brainerd
Hannah Brenner-Leonard
Leslie Brower
Melissa Campbell-Langdell
Dina Carelli
Valerie Carlisle
Grace Cham
Emily Chameides
Emily and Timothy Chang
Darwyn Chi
Doris Chi
Cynthia Cohen
Ilene Cohen
Missy Cohen
Maureen Sarma and Michael Concannon
Amy Connolly
Jennifer Creedon

Kelly Croushore
Mary Ellen and Scott Czesak
Mary Danielson Perry
Joshua Davis
Gayle Dean
Anna and Michael de Cordova
Jerome Delamater
Maria and Fred Dewald
Elizabeth Dobson
Catherine Sanchez and Eric Duvivier
Clarissa Eck
Alex Edwards
Samantha Elmes-Sager
Jeffrey Eng
Sarah Erts
Fall Kill Creative Works
Patricia Chapman and David Farbaniec
Jacqueline Feeks
Nina Feinberg
Amie Figueiredo
Debra and Michael Flanigan
Jerry Fleshner
Ruth Aldrich Gau and M. Gregg 
Lori and Jorge Garcia
Anne  and Mihai Grunfeld Gardon
Bruce Glaser
Rebecca Goldberg
Terrie Goldstein
Nathan Gorgen
Thomas Kenney Gould
Jeffrey Graham
Margery and Arthur Groten
Matthew Gustafson
Linda Gutterman
Toni Hamilton
Anquinette Hayles
Alexander Haynes
David Held
David Henningsen
Rebecca Herron

Melissa Hewitt
Terry Hewitt
Vanessa Hewitt
Ilene Hochman
Muriel Horowitz
Patricia Houston
Hudson Valley Performing Arts Labo-

ratory
Mikaal Hurry
Impact PR & Communications
Sophia Immorlica
Stephanie Intelisano
Brian Jones
Micah Jumpp
Deedra and Michael Kaake
Ann Kalmbach
Paul Kane
Haley Kean
Laura and David Ketner
Roman Kichorowsky
Sun Kim
Ellen Korz
Jeffrey Kosmacher
Kelly Krakowski
David Krikorian
Karen Kuhn
Andralyn Lagattuta
Anna and Sebastian Langdell
Jacqueline Lieske
Emma Lizarazu - Guzman
Sarah MacWright
Laura Mansfield
Michelle Marmo
Linda and Scott Marston-Reid
Tricia McGoey-Ashlaw
Sharley McIver
Margaret Mealia
Rachel Miller
Amber Millard-DiPalo
Jeannie Montano

Brenda Moore
Lisa Morris
Judith Muir
Sydney and J.R. Nitzkorski
Kaitlin O’Keefe
Tom Pacio
Tabitha Patterson
Pamela Perry
Michael Petruzzo
Margaret Pineiro
Scott Pollack
Kathi and Todd Poteet
George Pratt
Prime Print Shop
Natalie Quinn
Scott Ramsey
Lucas Rau
Katherine Raynor
Lisa and Brian Reid
Matt Ricard
Debra Ricci
Emilia Ricciardi
Eric Richter
Susan Rohde
Marybeth and Roberto Romani
Jonah Rosenberg
Marilyn and Edward Rosenberg
Marilyn Rosenberger
Susan Salisbury and R. Keith
Jaclyn Schauer
Jodi Schlesener
Nina Scibelli
Kim Sears
Lisa Kaul and Jeffrey Seidman
Patricia L. Sexton
Cara Silvernail-Thomson
Allyson Slater
Andrew Steinitz
Katherine Stikkers
Paul Stoddard

David Stokes
Elizabeth (Tilly) Strauss
Kang-wei Tang
Lisa and Richie Tannenbaum
Alice Taylor
Alicia and Matthew Tether
The Arc of Dutchess
Aiden Thomson
Diana Salsberg and James Thompson
Sarah Timberlake Taylor
Nell Tivnan
Noah Towne
Mirabai Trent
Phoenix Trent
Israa Uro
Tammy Valentino
Alex Venet
Marianne Vernetson
John Vitarello
Alexis Volpe
Maya Wainhaus
Elizabeth Waldstein
Stephanie Wallace
Daniel Weintraub
Johanna Wermuth
Rachel Whitenton
Anna Wilson
Pam and John Wineapple
Greta Winograd
Yong Bao Wu and Yutong Wu
Marilyn Loo and Greg Zanieski
Harvey Zimbler
Jennifer Zuccaro
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2020 Achievements and Awards 
|   The Art Effect received the Arts Mid-Hudson Executive Arts Award in Arts Education.

|   The Art Effect was honored to be chosen by Dyson Foundation’s Theresa Gill for her 15 year staff anniversary award.

|   Films created by youth at The Art Effect won prestigious awards in 2020, including:

 •  The Art of Loss won two awards at the Lower Hudson Media Arts Show and was selected for  
   The Newark International FIlm Festival. 

 •  The Problems We Share won an award at the Reel Exposure Teen Film and Photography Festival and  
   The Newark International Film Festival. 

 •  If You Choose to Accept won an award at the Reel Exposure Teen Film and Photography Festival,  
   The Newark International Film Festival, and The Lift-Off Sessions. 

 •  From The Sole and DaVibchi Jackson - Someday both won an award at The Lift-Off Sessions.

|  Students from The Art Effect received 15 gold keys, 20 silver keys, and 38 honorable mentions from Scholastic’s Hud-
son Valley Art Awards.

|  Students Anneke Chan and Alyssa Palermo received competitive grand prizes from their Congressional district at this 
year’s Congressional Art Competition. 

Leadership
Board of Directors
Gaye Mallet, Board Chair
   Human Resources Director, Adams Fairacre Farms

Dean Temple, President
   Creative Director, Drake Creative Collaborative LLC

Shailee Johnson, Vice-Chair
   Director of Development Research, Marist College

Richard DuVall, Esq., Treasurer
   Attorney, McCabe & Mack LLP

Lorenzo L. Angelino, Esq., Secretary
   Attorney, Law Offices of Lorenzo L. Angelino

David Bloom
   Retired Teacher, Special Education

Diane Cicatello, MD
   Pediatrician, CareMount Medical

Sybil DelGaudio
   Professor Emerita of Radio, Television, Film, Hofstra University

Judy Elkin, LMSW
   Grief Counselor

*Paul Hesse
   Community Development Coordinator, City of Poughkeepsie

Christopher Kroner
   Principal, MASS Design Group

Kit Laybourne
   Media Educator and Advocate

*Sharley McIver, MSW
   Associate Director of Family Programs, Dutchess County 

Healthy Families, The Institute of Family Health

Karen Michel
   Independent Producer, NPR

Teresa Quinn
   Associate Dean of the College for  

Campus Activities, Vassar College

*Dr. Beth A. Thomas
   Director of Art Education, SUNY New Paltz

*New Members in 2020

Staff 
Nicole Fenichel-Hewitt, Executive Director

Angela Beltrani, Executive Assistant

Lauren Hollick, Director of Explore Programming

Mary Ellen Iatropoulos, Director of Programs

Anna Langdell, Director of Development & Communications

Pamela Perry, Marketing & Communications Manager

Sarah Taylor, Media/IT Coordinator & Teaching Artist

Paul Thompson, Media Workforce Manager

Daniel Weintraub, Director of Forge Media

David Wong, Community Art & Design Program Manager

* As of December 31, 2020???



GET INVOLVED
Support The Art Effect and 
Change Lives Through Art
Support  |  Donate  |  Join  |  Sponsor  |  Partner

Your support makes it possible for 
us to continue offering high-quali-
ty arts programs to young people 
in the Hudson Valley in the midst 
of unprecedented challenges that 
we continue to face. THANK YOU!

Contact details? Website? Poughkeepsie?


